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Computer Science 100

Chapter 4

Application Software
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Chapter Topics 

ÅApplication vs. system software

ÅProductivity software

ÅBusiness software

ÅGraphics and multimedia software

ÅEntertainment software

ÅCommunications software

ÅInstalling and uninstalling software
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Software 

üA set of instructions that tells the computer 
what to do

üTwo main types of software

¸ System software

¸ Application software

System Software
Application Software
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System Software vs. 

Application Software

System Software
ü Coordinates instructions 

between software & 
hardware

ü Includes
¸ Operating system

¸ Utility programs

Application Software
ü Programs used to 

complete tasks

ü Includes
¸ Productivity software

¸ Specialty software

¸ Entertainment Software

¸ Educational and Reference 
Software

¸ Personal Software
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Application Software

üProductivity software

üSpecialty software

üEntertainment Software

üEducational and 

Reference Software

üPersonal Software
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Productivity Software

¸ Word processing 

programs

¸ Spreadsheet programs

¸ Presentation programs

¸ Database programs

¸ Personal information 

manager programs

Programs that enable you to perform tasks required in 

home, school, and business


