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Technology in Action

Chapter 11

Behind the Scenes: 
Databases and Information Systems
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Chapter Topics

·Databases and their uses
·Database components
·Types of databases
·Database management systems
·Relational databases
·Data warehouses and data marts
·Information systems
·Data mining
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Databases 

·Electronic collections of related 
data

·Help us organize data

·Turn data into information
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Advantages of Using 
Databases

·Store and retrieve 
large quantities of 
information
·Enable information 

sharing
·Provide data 

centralization
·Promote data 

integrity
·Allow for flexible 

use of data
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Database Terminology

·Field
ƁCategory of 

information 
displayed in 
columns

ƁEach field has a 
field name
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Field Name



Database Terminology

·Data types
ƁText

ƁNumeric

ƁComputational

ƁDate

ƁMemo

ƁObject

ƁHyperlink 

© 2007 Prentice-Hall, Inc.

7



Database Terminology

·Record
ƁA group of related fields
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Record



Database Terminology

·Table
ƁA group of related records
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Table 



Database Terminology

·Primary key
ƁA field value unique to a record
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Primary Key


